Assessment of the respiratory system in workers occupationally exposed to phosphorite and apatite dusts.
The respiratory system in 118 male workers occupationally exposed to phosphorite and apatite dusts was assessed. Subjective, physical and spirographic examinations were performed and chest X-ray pictures were taken. No significant differences between the exposed workers and the control group were found. There was only a statistically significant decrease in spirometric parameters in the exposed group in comparison with controls. There was no such relationship in regard to the length of employment and smoking habit. In the exposed group there were no significant disturbances of the lung ventilation efficiency.